
 

Holland Haven Primary School’s Creative Curriculum Planning: Autumn 2 

See our new ‘HH Skills and National Curriculum coverage’ booklets for specific objectives per Phase and Subject      

Additional cross-curricular and SMSC links   

 

Phase: 

 

Theme: 

 

UPPER SCHOOL Yr 5/6  

 

War and Conflict 

 
Subject 

Foci: 

 

Expected 

outcomes: 

Goodnight Mister Tom - History and Reading 

The Invaders - History and Geography 

 

To learn about British History and heritage.  

To make comparisons between different periods of time. 

To learn about the location of countries in the world. 

To learn about land use patterns and settlements. 

Educational 

Visit/Visitor 

IMW Duxford - 12th October 2016 

Beach School visit to build trenches - 21st October 2016 

Extended 

Classroom 

opportunities 

● History - Ordering activities linked to World History and WW2 timelines. Reciting Churchill’s famous speeches on Hadley Hills. Role-playing war 

scenes using Hadley Hills tunnels/Dens in Hadley Woods as Anderson shelters and dig trenches at the beach, eitherside of no-man’s land. (Also 

to inspire narratives).  

● Music - Musical notation on the playground using chalk and pebbles. 

● Science - Creating and exploring WW2-themed shadows on the playground. Building periscopes to use at the beach! (See above) 

Parent-Pupil 

Project 

Create a model World War II plane! 

Themed 

‘visual token’ 

team system 

 

Learning 

Environment 

Earn ‘Medals’ for your team!  

 

 Britain, America, China, France and Russia  

 

Goodnight Mister Tom: Anderson Shelters, War Propoganda, Wartime Newspapers, Evacuee Suitcases 

 



 

Project 1  

including 

Literacy  

 

Goodnight Mister Tom 

 

Literacy - Using the book and the film ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’, the children will analyse and learn narrative writing skills such as description, suspense 

and the difference between Standard English and dialect. They will use these skills to write their own extract from the story. They will also learn to 

write a narrative with flashbacks, using ‘The Piano’ animation. During Design and Technology lessons, the children will also study instructions and 

recipes. DT Link 

 

History - To develop their skills as historians, pupils will take part in a World War II Webquest and use their research to make a class timeline! To do 

this successfully, they will need to use historical vocabulary, select and organise relevant historical information, know the order of historical periods, 

ask historical questions and consider historical evidence. They will also be able to tell factual and fictional stories from this period. Literacy Link 

 

Science - In science, pupils will explore how light works and create a periscope. These will be then be used, at the beach, during WW2 role-play; 

looking out for the enermy-attack from within the protection of a self-dug trench.  

 

Music - Music was very important for boosting morale during the war. In ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’, Jerusalem, the hymn, is played. Children will be 

learning to play this hymn on keyboards and learning to read musical notation. This will develop the children’s music skills in a variety of ways. They will 

experience and appreciate a range of music, learn to sing and play musically, understand musical composition, reproduce sounds from aural memory and 

perform confidently with control and expression. Maths Link - Musical Notation and Fractions 

 

Computing - The ability to code and decode messages was essential during the war. The children will learn about coding during the war and the 

important role that was played by the workers at Bletchley Park. They will then explore how coding and algorithms are used in computer systems today. 

They will learn how search engines and networks operate and discover why misinformation and bias can be misleading today and during the war! This will 

help the children to use the Internet safely and responsibly. 

 

Art - Children will listen to Churchill’s inspirational speech, ‘We shall fight on the beaches’. They will then learn a series of art skills to enable them to 

illustrate the speech in a sepia style so that it looks like a page from a photograph album! They will learn to create a sepia colour palette and graduated 

background washes, before adding details and silhouettes into the foreground. 

 

Design and Technology - During World War II, food shortages and rationing made it difficult for families to feed themselves. Special recipes were 

developed that made best use of the limited resources and home-grown products. In Design and Technology, the children will learn to cook a variety of 

World War II dishes, following traditional recipes. Maths Link - measures and time. Literacy Link - writing instructions 

 

Physical Education - Using the music from the wonderful, war-themed animation, ‘The Piano’, children will improve their dance and movement skills. 

They will create their own complex dance to accompany the music and develop their ability to reflect on and improve their performance. They will also 

be participating in invasion games: hockey and rugby. They will learn different attacking and defending tactics in these two sports and apply them to 

competitive games. 

 

Reading and  

Spelling  

2 x Guided Reading Sessions (1 hour and 25 minutes each) using themed text: Goodnight Mr Tom 

Daily Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar sessions. 

Weekly, personalised spelling practice. 

Discrete 

Maths 

 

Following Assertive Mentoring Target planning - Progression Ladder System 

Creative Coverage Problem Solving opportunities for Fluency and Reasoning 

Weekly Number focused test/lesson Morning Maths Meetings RM Maths 

Theme and   

real-life 

Planning for each maths topic includes a variety of opportunities to explore, apply and consolidate maths skills and knowledge outside of the classroom. 

For example, maths trails and orienteering-style problem solving. War and Conflict links include coordinates (WW2 maps) and measurements 



maths links   

including 

outdoor  

(ingredients for WW2 recipes in DT). 

Discrete 

Languages 

Rigolo Scheme of Work - Unit 1 - Salut Gustave! British troops fought alongside French during WW2. Children will learn how to greet people, ask their 

name, introduce themselves and talk about and describe members of their family. 

Philosophy 

for Children  

Through philosophy lessons, children will explore and challenge big ideas and concepts, including aspects of bullying, reality, existence, enjoyment and 

disgust. Children will be encouraged to listen to each other, allow each other to finish and consider the thoughts of their peers. They will offer their 

opinions and learn that these opinions may be constructively and positively challenged to deepen their understanding and thinking SMSC. 

 

In the story, ‘Friend or Foe’ by Michael Morpurgo, would you help the injured German bomber whose plane has crashed? Was Hitler really evil or just 

misguided? Do you agree with the way Mr Oakly treats others in the beginning of ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’?  

Discrete 

Religious 

Education  

(Essex)  

Unit name - Hinduism - Brahman.  

 

Children will develop their abilities to understand different belief systems and compare and contrast different religions. 

Forest 

Schools  

 

Activities including: Den building, mud creatures, cooking on a fire, story-journey sticks and pebbles, team-building, whittling, dream-catchers, 

swing-rope and measuring. Themed links to the above projects where possible. 

 

Key Skills covered: SMSC and PSHE: independence, responsibility and risk-taking, exploring and understanding well-being, outdoor activity challenges, 

art and design techniques and using a range of materials.  

School 

Council 

Meetings 

Whole School ‘School Council’ (18 pupils - 2 representatives from each class) and class council response/action and feedback. 

Pupil Perception  

School Project 

Fundraiser 

Weekly 

Assemblies 

with an 

SMSC focus 

KS2 singing assembly, class PSCHE assemblies including pupil-led 

Singing assembly 

Beach Hut House assembly - sharing learning (cross-phase) 

Whole School Achievement Celebration Assembly 

Whole School Assemblies exploring Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural content 

 






