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Homework Policy at Holland Haven Primary School

Policy Rationale

At Holland Haven Primary School we believe that: ‘Well organised homework can play a vital role in raising
standards of achievement’- DfE.

Key Principles:

e Learning at home is an essential part of a successful education; homework is used as a tool to help
continue to raise standards of achievement in an effective partnership between parents and school.

e Homework reinforces the curriculum delivered in school by providing further opportunities for
individual learning; particularly practising and consolidating basic English and Maths skills but also
enhancing learning through the creative curriculum.

e Opportunities are provided for parents/carers, children and the school to work together in
partnership in relation to children’s learning. Expectations and guidance about input at home are
clear; it is recognised that the amount of support available at home varies between parents/carers
and so a minimum expectation is given as well as additional information and areas to support if
parents/carers would like to do so.

e Homework sets a high expectation but is achievable and appropriate and linked directly to learning
in school. It is therefore a positive learning experience.

Research from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) suggests homework has a positive impact on
average (+ 5 months) and recognises digital technology can also be beneficial (+ 6 months). There is also
evidence to show additional benefits for disadvantaged pupils providing the potential barriers are met.

Strateqy

Reading Scheme

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is a complete systematic synthetic phonics programme (SSP)
based on the original Letters and Sounds and provides a complete teaching programme, meeting all the
expectations of the National Curriculum.

Pupils in EYFS and Year 1 have a weekly Little Wandle book and/or ‘e-book’ which matches the phonics
lessons taught in school. Year 1 pupils also receive an appropriate reading scheme book (below) to
supplement this learning. Year 2-6 pupils identified as requiring further support in fluency also receive the
Little Wandle guided reading book practised in school.

Pupils can practise a variety of skills through these mixed texts of stories and non-fiction.

PM Scholastics Colour-coded system:

Pink 1 and 2
Red 3,4, 5
Yellow 6, 7, 8
Blue 8+
(begin Accelerated Reader)

When pupils are reading to a required standard, an Accelerated-Reading scheme book replaces the Little
Wandle and PM Scholastic's reading-schemes. EYFS and Year 1 pupils receive a reading diary for


https://docs.google.com/document/d/125LwhavLJfToHvhUfznHT7fhf3kzXL8VFxD0GH0lgao/edit

parents/carers to record reading in, within their first Home School Book. In Years 2-6 the reading record is
printed within the school’s full Home School Book (see below).

Pupils are expected to read a minimum of four times a week. Reading material can consist of a mixture
of school reading-scheme books/e-books, school library books and reading stimuli from home, and
parents/carers are encouraged to read to their children to promote a love of reading.

EYFS and Year 1

In EYFS and Year 1 pupils complete regular reading with staff in school in dedicated guided reading
sessions which focus on important aspects of learning to read:

decoding: the act of sounding out words using phonics, for example 'c, a, t'.
prosody: expression and fluency when reading aloud

comprehension: understanding the meaning of what we are reading.

In EYFS teachers also represent a sample of each pupil’s learning in a book which is available for parents
to see at Class Visits and parents evenings. There is also an electronic Learning Journey, Evidence Me,
which logs pupils’ activities and progress, in-line with the EYFS curriculum, through photos and anecdotes;
this is available for parents to view on-line at any time.

Home School Books
Pupils in Years 2-6 receive two Holland Haven Primary School Home-School Books.

Holland Haven’s bespoke ‘Home School books’ have been designed to be used across the academic year.
The A4 plain exercise book is used to record weekly homework and receive termly phase creative
curriculum letters. The A5 book includes further printed details of the primary school national curriculum, a
record of ongoing, personalised statutory spellings and times-tables to practise, a reading diary and
information about the school's learning culture. There are also resource pages including English and Maths
and pupils’ individual account details for online-learning.

One piece of homework will be set per week: Maths, English, dedicated times tables/spellings and thematic
or flexi. In KS2 the maths task will often take the form of an online homework. The spellings in the A5
home-school book are from the National Curriculum and tested, at least, every half-term, after a holiday, in
order to give additional time. Unknown spellings are indicated with an orange dot. Times tables are tested
weekly. Results are recorded in the book - where appropriate, by pupils, but a 'quick-fire' verbal test is
required with an adult to confirm the knowledge is fluent, and move pupils on to another times table. Pupils
receive certificates when each group of tables has been achieved. In every class there is a times-table
ladder. Pupils move their name on the ladder to represent the times-table they are currently learning. Once
all times-tables are secure, pupils are set ‘fast maths’ challenges and extension number-work (also outlined
in the Home School book).

The weekly homework is due on Mondays and pupils have one week to complete it. The Home School
books are given back out on Tuesday. In KS2, homework is marked using effort stampers: Bronze, Silver,
Gold. Classes have incentives such as ‘“Top Dog!’

A ‘Learning Log’ homework takes the form of a question or a general statement to explore. This is an
opportunity to be creative and pupils can respond in the medium of their choice. For example, graphics,
drawings, clips from internet research. Exemplary archives are maintained on the school website and a
termly homework show-cased through the school newsletter.
http://www.hollandhavenschool.co.uk/examples-of-homework.htmland http://www.learninglogs.co.uk.



http://www.hollandhavenschool.co.uk/effort-stampers.html
http://www.hollandhavenschool.co.uk/examples-of-homework.html
http://www.learninglogs.co.uk/

A design 'Home-School Project' is also set per term for KS1 and KS2. Exemplary homework is also shared
on class and phase pages. Pupils are given feedback through various strategies such as a class ‘galloping
gallery’ to include peer review.

EYFS and Year 1 homework books include information about the importance of reading, a reading diary
and phonics materials. Individual homework tasks linked to learning in school are set as appropriate
throughout the year.

Monitoring Homework Engagement

Pupils are awarded a crystal for their team if they read 4 times and a 'triple' crystal if they read more than 4
times. Crystals are also awarded for homework effort. There is a school homework competition in Year 1-6
and winning classes are shared in the newsletter termly.

All reading and homework engagement is monitored at least termly by the SLT and texts, letters, phone
calls with parents/carers actioned accordingly to enforce expectations and offer support. Adaptations are
provided where appropriate in partnership with parents/carers, for example pupils with SEMH or SEND and
pupils with low home-engagement are identified and supported in-school.

In UKS2 consequences are given to pupils who do not hand their homework in on time and pupils complete
the homework during lunch-time in preparation for secondary school. There is also an optional after-school
Homework Hub offered to all UKS2 pupils.
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http://www.hollandhavenschool.co.uk/home-school-projects.html

