
Holland Haven Primary School – Penguins: Life of Penguins Autumn Term (A2)

Project 1: Penguins Phase: KS1/LKS2/UKS2

Core Read-Aloud Stories, Non-Fiction and Poetry

Musician ’Boogie
Wonderland’ Happy Feet
theme tune

Appreciate

Organise

Sing

Perform

Relationships:
Diversity

Christmas Carol
Concert

Artist
3D penguin collage primary
‘cool colours’

Create and Techniques
- Collage
- Cutting /Ripping
- Glueing
- Overlay

Designer: ‘Craft’ Strand

Designer
Preparing a Fish Sandwich!
Buttering bread and butter,
adding salad
(leaf,stem,fruit)
tasting/choosing a relish

Cooking

Nutrition (and food
sources incl. over-fishing)

Healthy Eating, Food
chains, habitats

PSHE
Kind, resilient, healthy
citizen

Citizen
- make a positive

contribution within
the classroom (core
values: REACH)

Health and Wellbeing
- wellbeing and

responsibility
(penguin egg)

Change (Loss)
‘Lost and Found’ book and
the ‘Missing Penguin’

Relationships -
Anti-Bullying Week

Geographer

Colchester Zoo
Continents and Oceans
including South Pole,
Antarctica and Southern
Ocean

The World

Vocabulary

Historian
Polar Explorers Race to the
South Pole!
Sir David Attenborough

Storytelling

Questions

Chronology

Scientist

Biology Living things
and their habitats

Animals

Compare

Classify

Physics Seasonal
Changes

Observe

Longitudinal studies

Geographer
’The Runaway Iceberg’
weather station

Describe and Explain

Compare and Contrast

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gphnRH7TI4OOW51JzNwrKmrl-GLPgAZWRuZcJA0knbs/edit


Sportsperson

Movement
- Happy Feet stimulus

(dancing and gym)

Real P.E Unit 3 (Cognitive)
Real Gym Unit 1 (Social)

Games
Football (Social)

Other
Swimming - Year 2

Computing

Programmer
Purple Mash
Coding Unit 1.7

E Safety
Smarty the Penguin

Religionist
Thinking through

Believing

(Theology)

Why is light an important
symbol for Christians, Jews
and Hindus?

Local church visit
What does the nativity story
teach Christians about Jesus?
How do Christians belong to
their faith family?

Global Citizen -
penguins endangered



Holland Haven Primary School’s Creative Curriculum Planning: Autumn 2 (A2)

Additional cross-curricular, SMSC and Cultural Capital links Diversity Thread

Phase:

Theme:

LOWER SCHOOL Year 1 and 2

Penguins

Subject

Foci:

Expected

outcomes:

Global Citizenship

Science - Animal classification including the 18 different species of penguins, their habitats, what they eat and body parts.

Seasonal changes that can affect the local area and the Antarctic - penguins are now an endangered seabirds

Geography Locational geography including continents, oceans, poles, equator - where in the world do penguins live?

Biologist Sir David Attenborough’s significance in celebrating the natural world and climate change awareness.

Awareness of the natural world: its animals, oceans and places and the responsibility of humans to protect it

Educational

Visit/Visitor
Colchester Zoo - Visit the Penguins and learn all about the different types -

Explore the different biomes and animal habitats from around the world.

Local Church Visit to explore what the Nativity Story teaches Christians about Jesus
Learning

Hook

Writing unit stimulus

Mysterious packages arrive to the school - one for each KS1 class

Inside the box is a penguin and a letter asking each class to look after it!

The next day the penguins go missing leaving only feather and foot-print trails around the school… CCTV footage also reveals their whereabouts!

Extended

Classroom

opportunities
Beach session - local area walk - protect a penguin egg - create a nest on the beach

Parent-Pupil

Project

A penguin information scrapbook

Themed

‘visual token’

team system

Learning

Environment

Earn ‘Pebbles’ for your team!

Adelie, King, Emperor, Humboldt

Antarctica: Igloos, Snow and Ice, Icicles, Antarctic animals, Research material (non-fiction) and fictional books including core-texts,

role-play area of masks, games, miniature penguin pots, dress up.



Project 1

Life of Penguins

Reader/Writer - Writing a recount: ‘The Lost Penguin!’ and ‘Lost and Found’ book - Write Stuff Unit (story-writing).

Geographer - Continents - including Antarctica - and oceans - which continents do different penguins live on?

Historian - Famous Polar explorers: The Race to the South Pole - British Captain Robert Scott and Norwegian Roald Amundsen.

Sportsperson - Dance - ‘Happy Feet’ film stimulus - moving like penguins to develop coordination and balance. Perform simple dances. Football.

Football/Swimming (Year 2 only)

Artist - Use some drawing, painting, sculpting and crafting techniques to make penguin collages with mixed media.

PSHE - Citizenship and Health - Make a positive contribution within the classroom - school golden rules and core values: REACH. Introduction to

the meaning of ‘wellbeing’ and ‘responsibility’ including the arrival of a penguin to each class! (English) ‘Change’ (loss) - explored through ‘Lost and

Found’...

Computing - Programmer Purple Mash - Create and debug simple programs Know how to stay safe on the internet The adventures of Smartie the

Penguin

Musician - ‘Happy Feet’ Film ‘Boogie Wonderland’ song - appreciate, sing, perform and explore how music is ‘organised’: tempo, rhythm, pitch and

dynamics.

‘Happy Feet’ film’s message- be true to yourself, tolerant of those who are different and accepting of the special gifts and talents of every

individual.

Scientist - Living things and their habitats - including comparing and classifying animals.

Project 2 Conservation of Penguins

Reader/Writer - Writing a recount of Colchester Zoo visit. ‘Monty the Penguin’ story and information writing: penguin fact-files.

PSHE - Citizenship - considering a penguin egg’s wellbeing (responsibility) Local area - beach - create a nest for a penguin egg.

Christmas- positive contribution to school and local community- singing*.
Historian - Sir David Attenborough Natural Historian - chronology: how his documentaries have been filmed over the years. Respect for the past

and future implications.

Scientist (Seasonal Changes) and Geographer - Beginning to find geographical similarities and differences, identify weather patterns in relation to

the Equator and Poles, focusing on the polar regions. Sustainability. Climate Change. Penguins are endangered! (Science lessons)

Designer - Fish Sandwich - ‘from field to fork.’ Prepare a fish sandwich. Understanding healthy eating (food groups) and where food comes from -

including the sustainability of commercial fishing; to evaluate products including your own. Alternative diets. (Vegan/vegetarian diet)

Sportsperson - Real P.E. outdoors. Gymnastics. Swimming (Year 2 only)

Computing - Programming: Understand what algorithms are, create and debug their own program (Purple Mash)

Musician: Singing and Performing - Christmas Carol Concert*

Reading and

Spelling

Daily Guided Reading sessions

Daily Letters and Sounds sessions (Monday - Wednesday Letters and Sounds, Thursday High Frequency/Tricky Word work - use some Spell Wise

resources - (sets), Friday handwriting (sets)s (Thursday and Friday to have a GPS focus)

Weekly HFW word of the week



Discrete

Maths

Progression Ladder System

Problem Solving opportunities for Fluency and Reasoning

Weekly Number focused test/lesson (Maths Mats)

Morning Maths Meetings

Purple Mash

Maths Shed

TT Rockstars

Theme and

real-life

maths links

including

outdoor

Planning for each maths theme includes a variety of opportunities to explore, apply and consolidate maths skills and knowledge outside of the

classroom. For example, measuring skills linked to habitats, temperature measuring for climate and season change, counting pebbles in habitat

problem solving activities.

Discrete

Languages

Discrete French - BBC Primary Languages: Animals, The World.

Learning Antarctic animal names and habitats they live in.

Philosophy

for Children

Through weekly philosophy lessons, children will explore and challenge big ideas and concepts, including aspects of bullying, reality, existence,

enjoyment, friendship, differences and acceptance. Children will be encouraged to listen to each other, allow each other to finish and consider the

thoughts of their peers. They will offer their opinions and learn that these opinions may be constructively and positively challenged to deepen their

understanding and thinking - SMSC.

Discrete

Religious

Education

(Essex)

Thinking through Believing (Theology)

Why is light an important symbol for Christians, Jews and Hindus?

Local church visit

What does the nativity story teach Christians about Jesus? How do Christians belong to their faith family?

School and

Learning

Council

Meetings

Whole School ‘School Council’, ‘Learning Council’ and ‘Eco Council’ (2 representatives from each class) and class response/action and feedback.

Pupil Perception

Fundraising - see agendas

School Projects

Weekly

Assemblies

with an

SMSC focus

Singing assemblies

Whole School Achievement Celebration Assembly

Whole School Assemblies exploring Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural content

Class Assemblies - News Round


